54    A STUDY OF RECENT EARTHQUAKES.

the different storeys/' The shaded central area in
Fig. 15 represents this band, passing in a nearly
north and south direction from a point midway
between Campo and the upper part of Lacco on'the
north, through the west part of Casamenello and
Campo, to a point near Frasso on the south; the
length of the band being thus about two-thirds of a
mile.

If the central line of this band is produced towards
the south, as indicated by the dotted line, it grazes the
west side of Fontana, where, as we have seen, there
was a second meizoseismal area, much smaller than
the other and surrounded by a district in which
houses were almost uninjured. That the shock in
this town was vertical or nearly so, is shown by the
nature of the damage (p. 52) and also by the testi-
mony of the inhabitants. I will give Dr. Johnston-
Lavis's explanation of this detached meizoseismal area
when discussing the origin of the Ischian earth-
quakes; but the evidence seems to me to favour
either the existence of two distinct foci or, more
probably perhaps, the extension of the fissure to the
south with an increased impulse beneath the centre of
Epomeo.

DEPTH  OF THE  SEISMIC  FOCUS.

At nine places, Dr. Johnston-Lavis was able to
make measurements of the angle of emergence, in
every case from fissures in buildings, and therefore
liable to sources of error already referred to. On the
other hand, owing to the small depth of the focus,
there would probably be less general refraction of the
wave-paths than in the Neapolitan earthquake. The
depths indicated by these observations vary between